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TEACHING AND LEARNING

Hamish Brewer: "Poverty is not a learning disability"
Many students are living messy lives, stained with trauma and

instability, and will act out as a result, said former principal

Hamish Brewer during his keynote presentation Sunday at ASCD

2024. Educators should see this behavior as a cry for help,

according to Brewer. "Poverty is not a learning disability. You can't

discipline trauma. If you're here out of obligation, you have to go. Break the shackles. You

can't serve someone you think you're better than," Brewer said.

Full Story: SmartBrief/Education (3/25)
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Wis. revamps reading education
Wisconsin's Act 20, signed into law last July, introduces a

significant overhaul to reading education by emphasizing the

science of reading, particularly phonics, to improve low reading

proficiency rates. The law requires schools to provide systematic

and explicit instruction based on research, sparking curriculum

updates and additional teacher training statewide. Full Story: The Chippewa Herald

(Wis.) (3/23)

Math teacher differentiates based on support, not skill
Chicago fifth- and sixth-grade math teacher Mona Iehl stopped

differentiating tasks for high-, medium- and low-scoring students

and instead views differentiation as the level of teacher support

each student needs to reach high, grade-level expectations. "I

knew the strugglers had experiences and ideas they COULD use

to solve problems if I supported them in the right ways," Iehl writes, explaining the mindset

and lesson examples using support-focused differentiation. Full Story: MiddleWeb (3/25)

▪ Students to learn while they earn in coffee shop

Billings Gazette (Mont.) (3/25)

Help More Students Read with the Science of

Reading

It's National Reading Month! Learn more about the science

of reading with articles like this one: 9 Tips for Getting

Started with the Science of Reading. Access the article to

learn the best steps you can take to implement the science

of reading in your school or district, helping your students

become confident readers.

Read the article.
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ADVERTISEMENT:

TRANSFORMATIONAL LEADERSHIP

Does your team have these 5 core leadership qualities?
Alaina Love's coaching client, Matt, was in a conundrum; he

wanted to assess the capabilities of his team and find a potential

successor, so Love helped him identify five core characteristics of

leadership he needed to look for in his team, including a strategic

mindset, the courage to take the lead while still emphasizing

collaboration and potential for growth. "Given the challenges the

organization faced, Matt was keen to identify team members willing to take on projects in

new areas where they had little prior experience," Love writes.

Full Story: SmartBrief/Leadership (3/25)

▪ How a balcony, a bridge and a third side can end conflict

Next Big Idea Club Magazine (3/25)

Funding Connections with LEGO® Education

Identifying funding sources for new programs can be a

challenge for many schools and districts. Download this

new brochure to learn how LEGO® Education has

partnered with schools to support strategic goals and

initiatives connected to specific funds.

Download Now

ADVERTISEMENT:

TECHNOLOGY IN THE CLASSROOM

Clinical psychologist warns of effects of tech on youth
Schools and parents must address the correlation between technology overuse and youth

mental health issues, clinical psychologist Lisa Strohman asserts in this Q&A,
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Free! 50 Phonological Awareness Activities

Looking for fun, easy ways to strengthen your students'

phonological awareness skills? Download 50 Fun

Phonological Awareness Activities for quick ideas for

practicing onset and rime, syllable segmentation, and so

much more. Get your free copy today!

Fun Phonics Practice? Try These 50 Activities

Ready to get students excited about letter recognition, decoding and encoding, and

more? Created especially for kindergarten, first-grade, and second-grade classrooms, 50

Fun Phonics Activities makes phonics practice come alive in the classroom. Get your

free guide today!

recommending that schools not ban AI but explain its limitations and position teachers as

trusted resources for students' technology questions and concerns. Strohman touts her

Digital Citizen Academy program, which aims to teach schools, students and families

about responsible technology use and its potential consequences. Full Story: Education

Week (3/25)

FREE Science of Reading Webinar Series

Learn how science of reading-based instruction can help

young learners get a head start in this 4-part series

providing an overview of the science of reading, exploration

of its five pillars from an early literacy lens, and practical

lessons from district leaders.

REGISTER FOR ONE OR ALL SESSIONS

ADVERTISEMENT:

PHONICS & PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS

Sponsored content from Savvas Learning Company
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Report: Universal school meals boost student participation
Several states have passed permanent universal school meal

programs after Congress allowed the temporary nationwide policy

to expire, leading to increased student participation in meal

programs, according to a report by the Food Research & Action

Center. However, the report also highlights a decline in student

meal participation nationwide between the 2021-'22 and 2022-'23

school years, signaling the negative impact of most other states reverting to pre-pandemic

meal policies. Full Story: K-12 Dive (3/22)

Free math activities in Desmos Classroom!

Looking for math lessons that actually keep your students

engaged? Explore the free collections in Desmos

Classroom! Find teacher-created lessons and activities

authored by experts, or create your own to fit your specific

student needs. Go there now

ADVERTISEMENT:

NEW FROM ASCD

Want Students to Love Science? Let Them Compete!
Science fairs can serve as catalysts for inspiring and motivating next-generation scientists.
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social media 
age 
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(Joe Raedle/Getty Images)

Read more on the ASCD Blog.

Making Emotions Matter for Leaders
When a school in Texas began developing emotional intelligence as a core value, they

had to start at the top. Read more in the new issue of Educational Leadership.

LEARN MORE ABOUT ASCD:

Home | Membership | Professional Learning | Conferences | Press Room

POLICY WATCH

Fla. enacts social media age restrictions
A new law in Florida mandates parental consent for social media

use for children under 16, with a complete ban for those under

14. Social media platforms failing to comply face the possibility of

hefty fines, and the law extends age verification requirements to

pornographic websites. Full Story: Mashable (3/26)

Inform MTSS with universal screening

Universal screening data help determine the effectiveness

of Tier 1 instruction and identify students who need

additional Tier 2 and 3 support. Use the resources in this

toolkit to choose a reliable universal screener and analyze

and act on data to support all students.

Access the toolkit »

ADVERTISEMENT:

FACULTY LOUNGE

Study finds health benefits to free school meals
Research published in Pediatrics reveals that participation in the Community Eligibility

Provision, offering free meals to schools in low-income areas, led to a 2.4% relative

decrease in obesity prevalence among students in over 3,500 California schools. Led by

Jessica Jones-Smith and Anna Localio, the study highlights the potential of universal free

Hamish Brewer: "Poverty is not a learning disability" mailbox:///C:/Users/MokenaEmail/AppData/Roaming/Thunderb...

7 of 8 5/22/2024, 8:31 AM

https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/rQgKCzmDyXDzsjxvCigmzqCicNnJDw
https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/rQgKCzmDyXDzsjxvCigmzqCicNnJDw
https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/rQgKCzmDyXDzsjxuCigmzqCicNhvxH?format=multipart
https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/rQgKCzmDyXDzsjxuCigmzqCicNhvxH?format=multipart
https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/rQgKCzmDyXDzsjxCCigmzqCicNdWvc?format=multipart
https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/rQgKCzmDyXDzsjxCCigmzqCicNdWvc?format=multipart
https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/rQgKCzmDyXDzsjyrCigmzqCicNaLPM?format=multipart
https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/rQgKCzmDyXDzsjyrCigmzqCicNaLPM?format=multipart
https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/rQgKCzmDyXDzsjysCigmzqCicNiuvP?format=multipart
https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/rQgKCzmDyXDzsjysCigmzqCicNiuvP?format=multipart
https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/rQgKCzmDyXDzsjytCigmzqCicNrxKA?format=multipart
https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/rQgKCzmDyXDzsjytCigmzqCicNrxKA?format=multipart
https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/rQgKCzmDyXDzsjyuCigmzqCicNBVPz?format=multipart
https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/rQgKCzmDyXDzsjyuCigmzqCicNBVPz?format=multipart
https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/rQgKCzmDyXDzsjxvCigmzqCicNnJDw?format=multipart
https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/rQgKCzmDyXDzsjxvCigmzqCicNnJDw?format=multipart
https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/rQgKCzmDyXDzsjxvCigmzqCicNnJDw?format=multipart
https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/rQgKCzmDyXDzsjxvCigmzqCicNnJDw?format=multipart
https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/rQgKCzmDyXDzsjyvCigmzqCicNNOcc
https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/rQgKCzmDyXDzsjyvCigmzqCicNNOcc
https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/rQgKCzmDyXDzsjyWCigmzqCicNQKnf
https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/rQgKCzmDyXDzsjyWCigmzqCicNQKnf
https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/rQgKCzmDyXDzsjyXCigmzqCicNRuyy
https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/rQgKCzmDyXDzsjyXCigmzqCicNRuyy
https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/rQgKCzmDyXDzsjyYCigmzqCicNTzgz
https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/rQgKCzmDyXDzsjyYCigmzqCicNTzgz
http://r.smartbrief.com/a2?case=UP&a=EC668DAF-9253-4289-A365-DBC0B40AFDD3&c=3962FC38-375B-45C1-BA43-3CB40062D0C1&l=A448DFBA-29FB-483B-B9D2-7E2FBAF7769C&s=a4cf1aa1-059f-4bd2-a0a6-ab7b0278517e&b=3E572E12-3FBC-11D5-AD13-000244141872
http://r.smartbrief.com/a2?case=UP&a=EC668DAF-9253-4289-A365-DBC0B40AFDD3&c=3962FC38-375B-45C1-BA43-3CB40062D0C1&l=A448DFBA-29FB-483B-B9D2-7E2FBAF7769C&s=a4cf1aa1-059f-4bd2-a0a6-ab7b0278517e&b=3E572E12-3FBC-11D5-AD13-000244141872
http://r.smartbrief.com/a2?case=UP&a=EC668DAF-9253-4289-A365-DBC0B40AFDD3&c=3962FC38-375B-45C1-BA43-3CB40062D0C1&l=BB25BBF7-07BB-4683-ADE5-CCD9C93DEAD1&s=a4cf1aa1-059f-4bd2-a0a6-ab7b0278517e&b=3E572E12-3FBC-11D5-AD13-000244141872
http://r.smartbrief.com/a2?case=UP&a=EC668DAF-9253-4289-A365-DBC0B40AFDD3&c=3962FC38-375B-45C1-BA43-3CB40062D0C1&l=BB25BBF7-07BB-4683-ADE5-CCD9C93DEAD1&s=a4cf1aa1-059f-4bd2-a0a6-ab7b0278517e&b=3E572E12-3FBC-11D5-AD13-000244141872
http://r.smartbrief.com/a2?case=UP&a=EC668DAF-9253-4289-A365-DBC0B40AFDD3&c=3962FC38-375B-45C1-BA43-3CB40062D0C1&l=BB25BBF7-07BB-4683-ADE5-CCD9C93DEAD1&s=a4cf1aa1-059f-4bd2-a0a6-ab7b0278517e&b=3E572E12-3FBC-11D5-AD13-000244141872
http://r.smartbrief.com/a2?case=UP&a=EC668DAF-9253-4289-A365-DBC0B40AFDD3&c=3962FC38-375B-45C1-BA43-3CB40062D0C1&l=994D9ED6-E60B-429F-A4C1-3C37969B3398&s=a4cf1aa1-059f-4bd2-a0a6-ab7b0278517e&b=3E572E12-3FBC-11D5-AD13-000244141872
http://r.smartbrief.com/a2?case=UP&a=EC668DAF-9253-4289-A365-DBC0B40AFDD3&c=3962FC38-375B-45C1-BA43-3CB40062D0C1&l=994D9ED6-E60B-429F-A4C1-3C37969B3398&s=a4cf1aa1-059f-4bd2-a0a6-ab7b0278517e&b=3E572E12-3FBC-11D5-AD13-000244141872
https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/rQgKCzmDyXDzsjxwCigmzqCicNvsjz?format=multipart
https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/rQgKCzmDyXDzsjxwCigmzqCicNvsjz?format=multipart


school meal programs in improving health outcomes and reducing health inequities

among children. Full Story: Healio (free registration) (3/25)
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